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Notice to Users 
This RISSB product has been developed using input from rail experts from across the Rail 
Industry and represents good practice for the industry. The reliance upon or manner of use of 
this RISSB product is the sole responsibility of the user who is to assess whether it meets their 
organisation’s operational environment and risk profile. 
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Guideline Change Procedures  
RISSB maintains the master for this document and publishes the current version on the RISSB 
website.  
Any changes to the content of this publication require the version number to be updated.  
Changes to this publication must be approved according to the procedure for developing 
management system documents. 
The RISSB will identify and communicate changes to this publication. 

Non-Mandatory and Non-Normative  
It was formally determined and agreed at the Rail Safety Consultative Forum (RSCF) on 31 July 
2008 that Guidelines are not enforceable or mandatory. These RISSB Guidelines have been 
developed by industry, for industry only. RISSB members are free to utilise the content of this 
document either in whole, in part or not at all.  

Copyright  
©All rights reserved RISSB 2015. The content of this document (except for content explicitly 
marked as originating from other sources) is owned by RISSB and may not be reproduced or 
transmitted by any means in whole or in part without written permission from the copyright 
owner.  
Current financial members of RISSB may utilise and reproduce the text or diagrams contained 
herein use within the context of their own rail operations. No photographs contained herein may 
be reproduced without permission of the relevant copyright holder. 
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Think about the track before you ‘Snap’ 
A guide for photographers and filmmakers near the rail corridor 

Rail operators receive many requests from media outlets, designers, photographers, filmmakers 
and rail enthusiasts for photographs, viewing locations, and to use rail corridors as a backdrop 
for imagery. We’re very proud of the railway and we recognise that presenting it through these 
media is a terrific way to promote our industry and so we welcome these opportunities. One of 
the reasons we’re proud of the railway is our hard won safety record, and this extends not only 
to our staff and customers, but the broader community – including photographers and 
filmmakers. While we recognise that trains and the rail corridor can provide some great image 
and vision opportunities, it is not an open access area and there are many risks to be aware of 
when taking images near to the rail corridor.   
This guide aims to provide some tips and direction to help keep you safe when capturing 
imagery. 

1 Who is this guide for? 

Rail enthusiasts  ✓ 

Photographers and videographers (professional/commercial and amateur / hobbyist) ✓ 

Media outlets and representatives (press, online and broadcast) ✓ 

Members of the public  ✓ 

Taking of photos and film for social media ✓ 

Others with an interest in the rail industry ✓ 

2 What’s the big deal? Surely I can just sneak a quick picture? 

Rail operators around the country receive hundreds of reports of members of the public entering 
the rail corridor to take photos or view passing trains every year.  
While most people act responsibly and with common sense around the rail corridor, as an 
industry we still see too many photographers, members of the media and rail enthusiasts enter 
the rail corridor or exhibit risky behaviour in either their actions or imagery. This puts their safety 
at risk as well as the safety of others, and can often have a direct impact on the reliability of rail 
operations. 
By promoting safe behaviours around the rail corridor through our actions, in our imagery and 
stories we can start reducing these kinds of incidents. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16kCRTFJr04 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16kCRTFJr04

	 Make contact with the relevant rail operator or track owner if you are looking to film or photograph the rail corridor or the rail yards. Seek their permission, and their advice on staying safe including wearing high visibility clothing (high visibi...
	 Be aware that trains can sneak up on you. No tracks should be assumed to be abandoned or inactive. In locations with infrequent services (especially in country railways) don’t rely on the timetable. There are often unscheduled movements and maintena...
	 Be aware that a train’s distance from you, and its speed can be very difficult to gauge. It’s often going much faster than you expect. Trains can’t stop quickly to avoid people or vehicles on the tracks. It can take up to two kilometres for a fully ...
	 Always behave as you would expect others to. People in your community mimic your behaviour and may copy what they see.
	 Obey signage and any directions from rail staff: they are there to ensure your safety.
	 Show respect for railway staff. Most drivers and train crew have experienced too much tragedy in the rail corridor and experience near hits all too often. Even the increasing use of drones  may appear to be a safe option, but they are a distraction ...
	 Access the rail corridor unless there is a designated pathway, or some sort of pavement for public use. Where these are missing you need specific permission from the relevant rail authority to enter the corridor. Alternatively there are many great v...
	 Put yourself or others in harm’s way. Don’t pose subjects on railway tracks or other equipment when taking photos.
	 Do anything illegal. Many people are unaware that entering into the rail corridor is an illegal activity that constitutes trespass. Rail tracks, yards and rail maintenance vehicle tracks are restricted access property. Rail workers and train crews a...



