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This Rail Industry Safety and Standards Board (RISSB) product has been developed using input from rail experts 
from across the Rail Industry. RISSB wishes to acknowledge the positive contribution of all subject matter experts 
and development group representatives who participated in the development of this product. 

The RISSB Development Group for this Code of Practice consisted of representatives from the following 
organisations: 

Yarra Trams RBTU  SNC-Lavalin Atkins 

ALTRAC Light Rail Torrens Connect COTMA  

Indec Rail Safety Consulting Australia 

Development of this Code of Practice was undertaken in accordance with RISSB’s accredited processes. It was 
approved by the Development Group, endorsed by the Standing Committee, and approved for publication by the 
RISSB Board. 

I commend this Code of Practice to the Australasian rail industry as it represents industry good practice and has 
been developed through a rigorous process. 

Deb Spring 
Chief Executive Officer 
Rail Industry Safety and Standards Board 

Notice to users 

This RISSB product has been developed using input from rail experts from across the rail industry and represents 
good practice for the industry. The reliance upon or manner of use of this RISSB product is the sole responsibility of 
the user who is to assess whether it meets their organisation’s operational environment and risk profile. 

Keeping Codes of Practice up-to-date 

To maintain their currency, Codes of Practice developed by RISSB are periodically reviewed, and new editions published when 

required. Between editions, amendments can be issued. 

It is important that readers assure themselves that they are using a current RISSB Codes of Practice. Information about RISSB 

Codes of Practice, including amendments, can be found by visiting www.rissb.com.au. 

RISSB welcomes suggestions for improvements and asks readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 

ambiguities, please contact us via email at info@rissb.com.au or write to Rail Industry Safety and Standards Board, PO Box 

518, Spring Hill, QLD 4004, Australia. 

RISSB product can be found at: http://www.rissb.com.au/products/. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose 

The purpose of this Code of Practice (CoP) is to provide rail transport operators (RTO) operating light rail 
networks a consistent approach to safeworking. 

This Code should be read in conjunction with AS 7601.1 which provides requirements and 
recommendations for the management of light rail vehicle movements.  

This Code should be applied by all light rail operators within Australia and New Zealand. 

1.2 Scope 

The scope incorporates setting out principles for the safe operation of a light rail network, including: 

a) fundamental principles of safeworking;

b) safe operation of rolling stock, including maintenance vehicles;

c) management of failure situations;

d) management of access to the light rail corridor;

e) managing works on, or in proximity to, a light rail network, including operation of on track
vehicles, plant and equipment associated with those works;

f) management of access to hazardous equipment.

1.3 Out of scope

This CoP does not include requirements, recommendations or guidance relating to: 

a) commissioning of light rail vehicles and light rail networks;

b) training and competencies;

c) manufacturer’s internal light rail systems used only for testing and commissioning
purposes;

d) activities covered by Work, Health and Safety legislation;

e) design of light rail networks and rolling stock;

f) developing network procedures and instructions.0F
1

1 The development and maintenance of network rules is covered in the RISSB Development and Maintenance of Network Rules 
Code of Practice. 
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