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202319951960191019001850s

1901
Federation and 
agreement to 

interstate 
network 

1910 

Railway 
Commissioners

conference
chose 

4ft 8½in  
standard gauge

1960s to 1995
Interstate network 

conversion to standard gauge

1850s
Pioneer 
railways in 
Australia



20062004199519931860

1993  Early regulatory reform 

2004  National Rail Safety Accreditation package

1995  AS4292 Railway Safety Management 

2006  AS4292 Railway Safety    

Management-updated



Procedures to ensure that 
human factor matters
 are taken into account 

during
development, operation 
and maintenance of the 

SMS 

and integration of human 
factors principles and 

knowledge into all 
relevant aspects of 

operational and business 
systems

2019201320122007
1850s

2007  National Model Laws introduced

2012  Rail Safety National Law

2013  ONRSR commences operations

2019 ONRSR fully national
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2 December 1999 – Glenbrook, NSW

“Developments in safety management overseas 

point to the importance of human factors, 

organisational and managerial issues 

and the development and maintenance of a 

strong safety culture as being matters of 

fundamental importance to the proper 

management of safety in any large 

organisation.”

Special Commission of Inquiry Into the 

Glenbrook Rail Accident – Final Report April 

2001 – Justice McInerney



31 January 2003 – Waterfall, NSW

2003

“The process of risk analysis requires at 

the outset that there must be an 

understanding of the particular 

features of the whole system and the 

activities that are to be managed. 

This requires appreciation of what makes 

the system work, in terms of the human 

factors, equipment, infrastructure and 

relationships between them”

“…..whatever the documentation claims, 

the reality was different”

Special Commission of Inquiry Into the Waterfall Rail 

Accident – Final Report 2005
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SUCCESS FACTORS: 

Building a bright future for human 

factors in Australian Rail

• Recognition of HFE in rail

• Growing body of HFE professionals 

• Collaboration and consultation

• Advocacy of HFE in rail

• Research and guidance material
• Forums, webinars and conferences



Rail human factors  
- the future

Rail human  factors 
- the past

SUCCESS FACTORS: 

Building a bright future for human 

factors in Australian Rail

• Recognition of HFE in rail

• Growing body of HFE professionals 

• Collaboration and consultation

• Advocacy of HFE in rail

• Research and guidance material

• Forums, webinars and conferences



SAFE RAILWAYS FOR AUSTRALIA


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16

